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A tragedy brings us together today. The murder of Elmar Huseynov is both a personal tragedy

for hisfamily, friends, and colleagues, and a national tragedy for Azerbaijan.

Today | hope everyone can put aside their political differences and come together to honor this

great man.

| knew Elmar and | liked him very much. Heloved life and he often had a smile on hisface; he
was aman full of passion. | wasimpressed by hisintelligence and his dedication to the
democratic reform of his country. He was unique in his ability to analyze the situation in
Azerbaijan, to speak about issues of great importance clearly and freely. He cared passionately
about his country and he wanted to see it free and open and democratic. He believed in this goal
and he worked tirelessly towardsrealizing it.

Elmar’s murder reminds us all of the vital responsibility that democratic governments and
societies have to protect those people dedicated to the advancement of its best interests — media
freedom, democracy, and the rule of law. It isbecause of such people that countries become
great, in the eyes of their own people and in the eyes of the world. Those passionate, dedicated
individual s need to be safeguarded like the precious resources that they are. They need to be able
to work without intimidation or risk to their safety, and indeed, their life.

On thistragic day, | urge all of usto reflect on how much we owe people such as Elmar



Huseynov, and to redouble our efforts to support their work and their goals.

The death of Elmar Huseynov leaves aholein all our lives. He was a son, a husband, and a

father. Hislosswill be great for hisfamily. And we grieve with them, because it isagreat |oss

for all of us, aswell.



